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February may not be the most popular month. 
In fact, in most surveys it ends up as the least 
liked, with the only cause for celebration being the 
fact that it is the shortest month. But there is a lot 
going on behind the scenes at the Dahlgren 
Heritage Museum this dark, cold February that we 
think will lead to major enhancements in the 
warmer, sunnier months to come.

Here’s a partial list of coming attractions:
At least three new exhibits are in the works for 

2022, with two of them scheduled to open in the 
late spring.

A combined virtual and physical exhibit will 
focus on the remarkable careers at Dahlgren of 
Gladys and Ira West. Gladys was part of the team 
that in the 1950s worked on the technology that 
led to the GPS systems we use in our cars and the 
Navy uses in its weapons. Ira was one of the first 
African American managers on the base. This new 
exhibit will take a closer at their Virginia roots, 
along with their Dahlgren careers. Our University 
of Mary Washington intern, Jenn Glazebrook, 
working with Alan Dean, has led the charge on this 
project, which is scheduled to open in May.

Also opening then will be a follow-up exhibit to 
our important public forum of several years ago —
“Seized Land,” the story of the private homes and 
farms the Navy needed to acquire during its 
founding in 1918 and its expansion in the late 
1930s. The forum was a joint project with the 
Ralph Bunche Alumni Association, whose 
president, Claudette Jordon, is working with us on 
this follow-up as well. One of the properties 
acquired in the ‘ 30s was an African American
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook
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community, complete with a store and a baseball
field. UMW students from Cristina Turdean’s exhibits 
class are putting together this exhibit, in 
collaboration with the museum.

Sometime later in 2022, we expect to unveil an 
exhibit on the soon-to-be-demolished Harry Nice 
Bridge across the Potomac River. The Maryland 
Department of Transportation is working on this 
project, which will include a window decal of the 
Nice Bridge, positioned so visitors looking through 
our windows will be able to envision where it once 
stood.

Behind the scenes, with the help of our docents, 
we are working on an inventory of the hundreds of 
items in our collections. This much-needed work will 
allow us to organize future exhibits on all sorts of 
topics that relate to the Navy’s impact on our 
community.

Some of that inventory work will also support 
our Enhanced Virtual Presence Initiative, which is 
designed to make our website and other social 
media outlets more valuable resources for those 
interested in learning more about the Dahlgren 
story. There will be interactive features, materials 
designed for children, and special premium content 
for our museum members.

Due to the construction chaos that goes with 
building a new bridge across the Potomac (and

which surrounds our building!), along with the
pandemic and, yes, February’s traditionally low 
numbers of visitors, we are closed this month. But 
we’ll be eager to welcome you back to the museum 
in March, when we also hope to unveil a big new 
sign letting motorists and tourists know that we are 
“Open During Construction.” Our scheduled 
reopening is Friday, March 4, at 10 a.m. Check our 
website and Facebook page for updates.
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