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By Andrew Revelos 

 

N aval Support Activity South 
Potomac, the command re-
sponsible for managing in-

stallation operations at Naval Support 
Facilities Dahlgren, Va. and Indian 
Head, Md., conducted a change of 
command ceremony on July 17 that 
welcomed a new commanding officer 
and said goodbye to Capt. Peter 
Nette, who held command since Sep-
tember 2011.  
 Capt. Mary Feinberg, previously 
assigned to the J-8 Directorate for 
Force Structure, Resources and As-
sessments for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
assumed command.   
 Rear Adm. Markham Rich, com-
mandant of Naval District Washing-
ton, presided over the ceremony. In 
his remarks, he  discussed the vital 

support NSASP and the tenant com-
mands it hosts provide warfighters. 
 “My remarks today are about 
your U.S. Navy—[about] the im-
portance of the work that’s done here 
for your Navy, and the great job that 
the South Potomac team has done 
under Pete’s leadership since 2011,” 
said Rich. “As the nation transitions 
out of a decade plus of war, I believe 
we are entering a new era of maritime 
pre-eminence.” 
 The weapons and training devel-
oped at NSF Dahlgren and NSF Indi-
an Head will play a critical role in 
supporting Sailors and Marines 
around the globe as they “respond 
wherever, whenever and however is 
necessary,” said Rich. “The mission 
partners on board NSA South Poto-
mac support the credible combat 
power piece of that and they do it 

very well.” 
 Rich said Nette had done a “great 
job” supporting those diverse mis-
sions, while also making improve-
ments to NSASP’s security forces 
through the development of a 
Dahlgren-based training facility. Rich 
also noted the pivotal role Nette 
played in enhancing the environmen-
tal stewardship of NSASP installa-
tions, such as the shoreline stabiliza-
tion project at NSF Indian Head.  
 Another key aspect of Nette’s suc-
cess leading the command, said Rich, 
was his positive engagement with the 
communities surrounding NSASP 
through the South Potomac Commu-
nity Relations Council. The council 
brings together military and civilian 
leaders from the town of Indian Head 
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See COMMAND on page 4 

From the left, Rear Adm. Markham Rich, Capt. Peter Nette, Capt. Mary Feinberg and Lt. Randy Gibson salute the colors 

during the change of command ceremony for Naval Support Activity South Potomac on July 17.  

Dahlgren Welcomes New Base Commander 
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Our Mission 

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation preserves 

and promotes the history, traditions, heritage 

and culture of the United States Navy at 

Dahlgren, Va., and the surrounding commu-

nity. The Foundation will purposefully and 

aggressively seek financial support to estab-

lish the Dahlgren Heritage Museum and to 

provide the long-term preservation efforts 

and educational activities associated with 

sharing the stories and interpreting the U.S. 

Navy’s physical, technical, intellectual and 

social contributions to King George County, 

the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the na-

tion.  
 

Our Vision 

To generate a public understanding of the 

impact the community and U.S. Navy base at 

Dahlgren, Virginia, have had in using science 

and technology to strengthen national de-

fense, particularly through support for warf-

ighters.  

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is 
a member of the American Associa-
tion for State and Local History. 

PRESIDENT’S MEMO 

A Season of Anniversaries 
By Ed Jones 
 

Y 
ou might call the next four years the “season of anniversaries” for the 
Dahlgren Heritage Museum. From the atomic blasts that ended 
World War II to the 7-inch, 45-caliber, tractor-mounted gun that fired 

the first shot at Dahlgren, the museum will be drawing from 70 and 100 
years ago to tell the Dahlgren story. 

 To prepare for this busy season of storytelling, we have added to our 
team in a significant way. Susan Saunders from Montross has become our 10-
hour-per-week administrative professional. Her arrival will provide the extra 
support Susan Prien and our other volunteers need as we ramp up our pro-
gramming. It also will mean more regular hours for the museum to be open. 
Those updates will be posted on our website at www.dahlgrenmuseum.org. 

 Our programming for 2015 will relate to 70th anniversary themes from 
the end of World War II that connect with Dahlgren. We are delighted that 
this series of lectures and panel discussions will again be in collaboration 
with the University of Mary Washington’s Dahlgren Campus. 

 The series of Heritage Lectures began in October with a UMW forum 
that featured noted Civil War historian James “Bud” Robertson. Our muse-
um’s contributions to the Heritage series will begin in 2015. Some of the top-
ics we plan to explore are “The War Years at Dahlgren – Community & Mili-
tary Living,” “Guns, Technology & Dahlgren – Bringing WWII to an End,” 
“Dahlgren & the Atomic Age,” and “Post War Dahlgren: Emerging Technol-
ogies for Today’s Mission.” Details on all our presentations will soon be post-
ed on the websites of the museum and of UMW Dahlgren (www.dahl-
gren.umw.edu). My thanks to Pete Kolakowski and Gary Wagner for leading 
the charge on this exciting series of presentations. 

 The World War II programming of 2015 will launch the final count-
down to 2018 – the centennial of the Navy base at Dahlgren. We anticipate 
that the museum will be a major player and a helpful catalyst as the 
Dahlgren community uses this landmark occasion not only to tell the history 
of Dahlgren, but also to envision its future. 

 These are exciting times for the Dahlgren Heritage Museum and for the 
community in and around the base. If you haven’t already signed up as a 
member of the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation (the parent organization for 
the museum), this would be the perfect time to do so. Just go to our website 
at www.dahlgrenmuseum.org. 

 See you at the museum! 

http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
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“Science & Engineering LIVE,” an 
interactive STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and Math) demon-
stration hosted by the Dahlgren Herit-
age Museum.  
 Museum officials try to hold spe-
cial events on those Saturdays, espe-
cially STEM activities, which are a 
logical connection between the muse-
um and the Navy base at Dahlgren, 
said Susan Prien, museum adminis-
trator.  
 “We want to get kids really excit-
ed about engineering, and hopefully 
they’ll work there [at the base] one 
day,” she said.  
 Dillon, a computer scientist from 
Dahlgren, brought three physicists 
with him and instructions on how to See STEM on page 7 

By Cathy Dyson 

The Free Lance-Star 

 

T 
he scientific demonstration 
came with a warning. “There’s 
gonna be fire and sharp things 

that can make you bleed,” announced 
Brian Dillon. “Anyone want to back 
out?”  
 No one did.  
 Instead, Hayden Brown, 10, of 
Culpeper punched his fist in the air 
and declared, “I’m gonna torch this 
thing,” as he and teammates set out to 
build a stove.  
 Dillon equipped children with 
alcohol and razor blades, tin cans and 
wire cutters on Saturday, all in the 
name of science. It was part of 
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build two types of stoves.  
 He told the nine students around 
him, who ranged in age from 8 to 15, 
that he was interested in the stoves 
because he’s planning to do some 
hiking on the Appalachian Trail. 
Both the rocket stove and mini alco-
hol stove are lightweight, easy to 
assemble and fit perfectly in a back-
pack, he said.  
 He showed the students the 
plans for each and explained how 
energy, fuel sources and atmospher-
ic pressure would come into play. 
Then he pointed to the needed tools 
and encouraged them to get to work.  
 The two boys and two girls 

Museum Hosts STEM Demonstration 
 

Budding Scientists Try Building Stoves 

Computer scientist Brian Dillon turns a rocket 

jet stove upside down as part of an interactive 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math) demo at the Dahlgren Heritage Museum 

on April 19. Organizers hope to encourage future 

Dahlgren engineers.  
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employees of NSASP. “To the mem-
bers of NSA South Potomac – I cannot 
overstate how thankful I am for your 
dedication and loyalty– despite the 
challenges and obstacles and complex 
operations, you have kept both of 
these installations moving forward – 
the many successes of Dahlgren and 
Indian Head are 100-percent directly a 
result of your support and ability to 
stay focused,” he said. “Thank you for 
being the professionals that you are. 
 “To my military staff – thank you 
for your loyalty and tremendous sup-
port,” Nette continued. “Maintain you 
esprit de corps, your sense of pride 
and continue to work hard on moving 
forward. Take advantage of the op-
portunity that this tour provides." 
 Rich presented Nette with a Le-
gion of Merit award in recognition of 
his success.  
 After reading her military orders 
and reciting to Rear Adm. Rich, “I 
have assumed command,” Feinberg 
said she welcomed the opportunity to 
engage with NSASP’s tenant com-
mands and community partners.  
 Feinberg thanked Nette for help-
ing her understand NSASP’s mission 
and concluded with words to her new 
staff.  “You have established a success-
ful battle rhythm here and it’s my in-
tention to become part of it, continu-
ing the goal of providing outstanding 
service to our tenant commands and 
support to our surrounding area 
through the readiness, stewardship 
and community that have become the 
standard across Naval Support Activi-
ty South Potomac,” she said. “I look 
forward to continuing to provide you 
the strong leadership to which you’ve 
become accustomed.”   

and Charles County, Md., and the 
town of Colonial Beach and King 
George County, Va.  
 “The nature of the missions at 
Dahlgren and Indian Head require 
extensive, sometimes creative rela-
tionships and communications with 
surrounding communities,” said Rich. 
“Captain Nette and his staff set the 
standard for building relationships. I 
think you need to do nothing more 
than look around the audience to see 
how much effort he puts into the com-
munities. “  
 In his remarks, Nette recognized 

COMMAND 

Continued from page 1 

members of NSASP-based commands. 
“I thank you for your support and 
cooperation as we worked together to 
support your mission, as you support 
the warfighter today and develop the 
instruments of tomorrow,” he said. 
 It wasn’t just military leaders that 
made Nette’s tour a successful one, he 
said, but also the state and local lead-
ers with whom he worked.  
 “To all of our elected officials 
here, thank you for your time and 
interest in our bases. Your support 
continues to highlight the significance 
of our installations, the missions and 
the brilliant minds that support our 
nation’s defense,” said Nette.  
 Nette concluded by turning his 
attention to the Sailors and civilian 

Capt. Mary Feinberg and Capt. Peter Nette in conversation following the change 

of command ceremony at Naval Support Facility Dahlgren. 

Captain Nette Commended for ‘Building Relationships’ in the Community 

Dahlgren Heritage Foundation 

CFC #80381  
 

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is a non-profit 501c(3) organization founded to preserve and 
promote the history, traditions, heritage and culture of the United States Navy at Dahlgren, Va., 
and the surrounding community. The Foundation operates the Dahlgren Heritage Museum to 
provide the long-term preservation efforts and educational activities associated with sharing the 
stories and interpreting the U.S. Navy’s physical, technical, intellectual and social contributions to 
King George County, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the nation.  
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N avy Capt. Mary Feinberg 
originally enlisted in the Na-
vy in 1989. After completing 

her training as an air traffic controller 
airman, she reported to her first duty 
assignment at Naval Air Station Whit-
ing Field.  
 The following year, she reported 
to Aviation Officer Candidate School 
and was commissioned an Ensign in 
January 1991 and designated a Naval 
Flight Officer the following year. Up-
on receipt of her NFO wings, Feinberg 
reported to the “Ice Pirates” of Ant-
arctic Development Squadron Six in 
March 1992 and completed one de-
ployment to Antarctica in support of 
the National Science Foundation.   
 In 1993, Feinberg reported to the 
“Pro’s Nest” of Patrol Squadron VP-
30 for initial fleet replacement squad-
ron training in the P-3C Orion. The 
following year, she joined the “White 
Lightnings” of VP-17 at NAS Barbers 
Point for the squadron’s final western 
Pacific deployment to Diego Garcia. 
In January 1995, VP-17 disestablished 
and she reported to the “Skinny Drag-
ons” of VP-4 at NAS Barbers Point 
where she completed her first sea 
tour, which included a split site de-
ployment to Misawa–Kadena, Japan 
in support of Commander Seventh 
Fleet operations.  
 During her tours with VP-17 and 
VP-4, Feinberg served as the legal of-
ficer, avionics/armament division 
officer and assistance maintenance 
officer.  
 In 1997, Feinberg reported to Na-
vy Personnel Command as the special 
assistant to the Director of Enlisted 
Assignments and was responsible for 

humanitarian reassignments, hard-
ship discharges and various other 
programs. After a subsequent assign-
ment as the flag aide to Commander 
Navy Personnel Command, in March 
2000, she transferred to Commander 
Third Fleet as the P-3/air undersea 
warfare officer on the operations staff. 
During her time at Third Fleet she 
was integral to the successful comple-
tion of the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) Exercise 2000 and laid the 
groundwork for RIMPAC 2002. 
 In September 2002, Feinberg re-
turned to Marine Corps Base, Ka-
neohe Bay, Hawaii for her department 
head tour with VP-9. During this tour, 
she made her second spilt site deploy-
ment to Misawa–Kadena, Japan in 
support of Commander Seventh Fleet 
operations, serving as the tactics, ad-
ministrative, training and operations 
officer. 

 In June 2004, Feinberg reported to 
the Director, Air Warfare (N88) on the 
staff of the Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Warfare Requirements 
and Programs. She served as the re-
quirements officer for Chief of Naval 
Air Training and Test Pilot School 
programs. 
 After completing her graduate 
degree at the Naval War College, 
Feinberg reported to “Warbucks” of 
Training Squadron VT-4 in June 2008 
and subsequently assumed command 
of the squadron in September the fol-
lowing year.  Under her command, 
the “Warbucks” successfully trained 
more than 400 Navy and Marine Corp 
Flight Officers, Air Force navigators 
and allied weapon systems operators 
in three types of aircraft. 
 In December 2010, Feinberg re-
ported to the J-8 Directorate for Force 
Structure, Resources and Assessments 
on the Joint Staff, initially serving as 
action officer in the Requirements Co-
ordination Division, and later as exec-
utive assistant to the J-8 vice director. 
In May 2012, she became the J-8 chief 
of staff where she served prior to as-
suming command of Naval Support 
Activity South Potomac this July.  
 Feinberg holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in management from Louisiana 
State University and a master’s degree 
in national security and strategic stud-
ies from the Naval War College.  
 Feinberg’s personal awards in-
clude the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (3 
awards), Navy/Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal (2 awards) and the 
Navy/Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal. 

New Commander an Accomplished Naval Aviator 

Captain Mary Feinberg 

CFC Universal Giving 
 

The Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) now offers Universal Giving. This means that anyone, in 
any campaign area, can donate to the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation!  
 

Go to https://apps3.opm.gov/CFC/CharitySearch/Main.jsp and search for Charity Code #80381 
to designate the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation to receive your CFC donations.  
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building the rocket stove out of tin 
cans of various sizes, set about drill-
ing holes and flattening cans. The five 
girls working on the alcohol stove 
needed some encouragement, espe-
cially after Cierra Banks, 15, of Cul-
peper cut her finger on the sharp edge 
of a soda can that she was trimming 
with a razor blade.  
 Dillon was glad the fellow 
Dahlgrenites he invited were 
schooled in other skills besides phys-
ics. Dan Freeman, an emergency med-
ical technician in Colonial Beach, 
brought his first-aid kit and got out 
alcohol wipes and Band–Aids. Patrick 
Moneyhon, a volunteer firefighter in 
King George, had a fire extinguisher, 
but thankfully didn’t need it.  
 The teams worked for the better 
part of an hour, trimming, shaping 
and assembling their stoves. As Lynn 
Banks of Culpeper watched her chil-

dren and others work, she said the 
design was similar to concepts she 
had used to cook outside while camp-
ing with Girl Scouts.  
 “I’m curious to see how this 
works,” she said. “This might be a 
modified version of what we can use 
at camp.”  
 Her children’s great-uncle, Clifton 
Samuels, was one of the first engi-
neers at the Navy base at Dahlgren 
and worked there for 44 years. Now 
93, he and his wife, Margaret, 

watched the STEM events with inter-
est on Saturday.  
 The rocket stove, which looked 
like an old-time cook stove, was 
fueled with wood kindling. It fired 
right up, and smoke rolled from the 
chimney within seconds.  
 The much smaller alcohol stove 
was made of pieces from two soda 
cans that had been wedged together, 
one on top of the other.  
 Emma Hickey, 11, of Spotsylvania 
County used a thumbtack to pierce 
small holes in the top piece, and after 
alcohol was poured into the stove, a 
ring of fire was supposed to form at 
the top.  
 But the stove didn’t cooperate. 
After the kids used a half-dozen 
matches and still couldn’t light it, 
Moneyhun hovered over it until he 
produced flames.  
 Hayden, perhaps hearkening to 
his inner caveman, wanted to try the 
rocket stove at home.  
 “I’m gonna roast some hot dogs 
over it,” he said. 

STEM 

Continued from page 3 

A student cuts tin to build a rocket 

stove during the STEM hands-on 

demonstration hosted by the Dahlgren 

Heritage Museum this spring.  

Photo by Reza Marvashti/Courtesy of the Free Lance-Star 
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See NAMESAKE on page 9 

By Andrew Revelos 

 

T 
he speaker series conducted on 
Naval Support Facility (NSF) 
Dahlgren in October 2013 to 

commemorate the base’s 95th Anni-
versary concluded at Gray's Landing 
on the Potomac with a discussion 
about life onboard the installation in 
the 1960s, a time when the base was 
populated mainly by civilians.  
 On the guest list was Margie Ste-
vens and Lana Atwell, who grew up 
and eventually made their careers at 
Dahlgren. Helen and Jane Gray, the 
mother and sister of Gray’s Landing 
on the Potomac namesake, Capt. 
Douglas “Dougie” Gray III, spoke 
about his life and sacrifice.  
 Gray was a fixture of the 
Dahlgren community, growing up 
just outside the fence line and work-
ing as a lifeguard at the base pool. He 

was killed in action in 1969 while 
serving in Vietnam. 
 The discussion was moderated by 
Ed Jones, who grew up at Dahlgren 
and like everyone on base at the time, 
knew and admired Gray.  
 “We all knew Doug as he was 
growing up here at Dahlgren,” said 
Jones, “as he was the first King 
George resident to attend the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy, so we’re particularly 
honored to have with us this morning 
Doug’s mother Helen Gray and sister 
Jane Gray. Having them here in this 
location at this time, when we’re en-
tering the 95th anniversary activities, 
is a particularly special circumstance.” 
 The Gray’s family house, located 
just off base, is itself connected to the 
Navy and its establishment of Dahl-
gren in 1918 as the Lower Station of 
the Naval Proving Grounds in Indian 
Head.   

 “Many years ago, in 1948, my 
husband was working on the base,” 
said Helen Gray. “He had just retired 
from the Army. He had an opportuni-
ty to get this house from Indian Head. 
They were giving them away if you 
could dismantle them and reconstruct 
them. So we did that.” 
 The Grays successfully moved the 
house from Indian Head and relocat-
ed it to a spot alongside Williams 
Creek, where it stands today. Many of 
the houses inside the Dahlgren fence 
line made a similar journey, barged 
down the river from Indian Head. 
 Jane Gray, who attended 
Dahlgren School for a short time like 
her brother, described how she and 
Doug frequented Dahlgren.  
 “Growing up outside the base—
although I always knew we were off 
the base—I spent a good deal of my 
time, especially in summer time, on 
the base,” she said.  
 “We would just hop on our bikes 
and ride over here and go to the pool, 
hang out. I had lots of friends over 
here.”  
 She still recalls being on the re-
ceiving end of some brotherly teasing. 
“My brother was 10 years older than I, 
so my memories of him are a lot dif-
ferent than other [people],” said Jane, 
grinning. “I was the little sister. His 
nickname for me was brat.” 
 Many of Jane’s memories of her 
brother centered on the water: boat-
ing, swimming, barefoot water skiing 
and above all, fun. Jones seconded 
those fond memories of Doug.  
 “He really was a golden boy here 
at Dahlgren,” Jones said. “He was rep-
resentative of so much of the 
Dahlgren spirit, people who are in 
service to their country, people who 
were part of a really close-knit and 
supportive community. A lot of that is 
wrapped up in his story.” 
 Helen Gray expressed a mother’s 
pride in her son when she described 
Doug. “He was a wonderful kid and 
what else can you say?” she said. “He 
was always a good boy and I was 
very proud of him and still am very 
proud of him.” 

Speakers’ Panel Recalls Idyllic Life on Dahlgren Naval Base  
 

Remembering the Namesake  
for Gray’s Landing on the Potomac 

Operated by Dahlgren’s Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

office, Gray’s Landing is open daily to serve meals to 

both military personnel and civilian employees.  
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Helen Gray, mother of the late Capt. 

Douglas Gray, cuts a cake baked in 

her family's honor after the Dahlgren 

95th Anniversary Speaker Series at 

Gray's Landing on Oct. 10, 2013. 

Young Doug Gray was a well-known 

personality at Dahlgren in the 1960s 

before his passing in Vietnam in 1969; 

Gray's Landing on the Potomac was 

dedicated in his memory. 

NAMESAKE 

Continued from page 8 

 Stevens, a contractor assigned to 
the Corporate Communications Office 
for the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Dahlgren Division, described growing 
up in base housing.  
 “We lived in one of these little 
bungalows and there were four girls 
in one bathroom,” she said. “Nobody 
would ever dream of having that liv-
ing situation today.” 
 Though Stevens’ childhood home 
on Hall Road is no longer standing, 
her fond memories of Dahlgren are 
still vivid.  
 “It was wonderful growing up 
and being able to walk to school and 
having the security, knowing you 
could play, run and go to the swim-
ming pool. As Jane said, [the pool] 
was the hub of activity in the sum-
mertime, especially if Doug Gray was 
lifeguarding. Whether you were his 
age or much younger, you were still 
just enamored by Gray.” 
 Security measures around 
Dahlgren have changed significantly 
in recent years, but in the 1960s, locals 
could access the base with relative 
ease.  
 “People from off the base were a 
part of us,” said Stevens. “We played 
them in sports, we went to the pool 
together, so it was quite a community 
outreach, which helped us later as we 
[Dahlgren School graduates] went on 
to King George High School.” 
 Atwell’s father worked at Dahl-
gren and she later spent some of her 
own career working on base, starting 
off as a secretary and taking ad-
vantage of an upward mobility pro-
gram that paid many of her college 
expenses.  
 She shared her own happy memo-
ries of her childhood in Dahlgren. “It 
was a wonderful environment,” she 
said. “We didn’t realize it at the time, 
but it was a perfect childhood.” 

 Even as young as 10 or 11 years 
old, Atwell remembers paling around 
base with relative freedom, bowling, 
going to the movies, water skiing, 
catching crabs from a rowboat, sled-
ding, roller skating and ice skating on 
frozen ponds during the winter.  
 “In winter, the cooling pond 
would freeze and we would play 
chicken to see who would be the first 
one across the pond. How we didn’t 
die, I have no idea. God was looking 
out for us, that’s all I can say. We ice 
skated from December, January, until 
it thawed.” 
 Atwell said she often enjoyed vis-
iting the home of Stevens, whose 
mother would play the piano for chil-
dren and feed them plenty of 
“goodies” for good measure. The fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere went well 
beyond the Stevens’ home and was 
embraced by just about every family 
at Dahlgren. 
 “We were porky,” said a grinning 
Atwell. “We exercised a lot, but we 
ate good. Everybody was our mother. 
Everybody was our dad.” 

An aerial view of Dahlgren from the 1950s shows the ‘Boomtown’ housing area 

(center) which was built to support a burgeoning civilian workforce during World 

War II. The neighborhood has since been replaced by the Bldg. 1700 complex 

and the Aegis Training and Readiness Center facilities. 
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By Dr. Robert V. Gates 

 

I 
s King George County missing an 
opportunity? And if so, is it too 
late to do something about it? 

When it comes to tourism, I think the 
answers to those two questions are 
“yes” and “no.” We can do something 
about it. Let me explain. 
 There’s no question that economic 
development is critical to the growth 
and fiscal health of the county.  That’s 
why those of us who have worked to 
open the Dahlgren Heritage Museum 
are so excited about the support 
our high-profile facility at the foot 
of the Governor Harry W. Nice 
Bridge can give to economic de-
velopment through tourism. The 
Virginia Tourism Corporation 
(VTC) recently reported that tour-
ism is playing an increasingly 
important part in meeting eco-
nomic-growth objectives 
statewide.   
 How? Another report, this one 
prepared by the Research Depart-
ment of the U.S. Travel Associa-
tion (USTA) last August, shows 
that tourism is one of the top five 
sources of jobs in the Common-
wealth and is continuing to in-
crease.  The report also notes that 
tourism employment is relatively 
recession-proof and adds to eco-
nomic diversity. 
 Most importantly, the forecast 
for the national tourism industry 
is rosy.  The VTC report reminds 
us that’s also true for Virginia. Indeed, 
statewide tourism-related expendi-
tures are expected to grow by 5.6 per-
cent per year. The top spending cate-
gories for travelers in Virginia are 
food services, auto transportation, and 
lodging.  Domestic travelers spent 
nearly $16 billion in Virginia in these 
categories in 2012 and more than $21 
billion total on tourism.   
 A benefit of the tourism-related 
expenditures, beyond employment 

and the associated payroll, is the tax 
revenue that is generated. The USTA 
report estimates that $2.7 billion was 
generated by domestic travel in 2012, 
an increase of 3.3 percent over the pre-
vious year.  More than half of this tax 
revenue went to the state and local 
governments with nearly 21 percent 
going to local governments. 
 This sounds pretty good for the 
Commonwealth in general and for the 
primary tourist areas in Northern Vir-
ginia and Hampton Roads. In fact it is.  
Around 40 percent of the tourism-

related expenditures, employment, 
and tax revenues are generated in on-
ly five localities in 2012. 
 What does – or can – it mean for a 
county like King George? We have the 
assets that attract tourism - recreation-
al areas and historic sites and access to 
an increasing number of travelers.  
The state of Maryland, for example, 
estimates that 7 million cars cross the 
Nice Bridge every year and that num-
ber is increasing. 

 However, the USTA data for 2012 
show that King George isn’t taking 
advantage of its opportunities. The 
county ranked 96th of 134 counties and 
independent cities in Virginia in tour-
ism-related expenditures. Indeed, our 
county ranked below its nearest 
neighbors in the Fredericksburg area 
and in the Northern Neck in tourism 
related expenditures, employment, 
and local tax revenue. 
 What can be done to improve the 
situation? Just as with most things, it 
takes work and investment. King 

George needs to advertise its at-
tractions and fully participate in 
regional and state tourism 
groups. Most importantly, it can 
begin by investing some of the tax 
revenue generated by tourism-
related activities in the activities 
and attractions that will bring 
tourists to the county. 
       A good first step would be to 
continue to build a close-knit and 
collaborative network of county 
tourism-related businesses and 
county economic development 
leaders. We’re off to a good start, 
with regular, county-sponsored 
briefings for that group. But it 
needs to be more formalized, not 
just as an education outlet for 
tourism attractions but also as an 
advisory council to county lead-
ers, including the Board of Super-
visors. 
       So, is King George missing an 
opportunity? Speaking as one 

who spends a considerable amount of 
time at the Dahlgren Heritage Muse-
um, with a front-row look at those 7 
million cars a year, I think that we 
probably are. The good news is that 
we don’t have to and it’s not too late 
to do something about it.  
 
Author Dr. Robert Gates is the vice presi-
dent of the Dahlgren Heritage Founda-
tion, which supports and operates the 
Dahlgren Heritage Museum. 
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P 
articipants in the Business Support Program for the 
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation may select from one of 
the following membership categories (please check the 

appropriate box):  

Corporate Member - A minimum donation of $500. 

Free quarter-page advertisement in one quarterly edi-
tion of the Digest.  
Corporate Contributor - A minimum donation of 

$1,000. Free quarter-page advertisement in two quar-
terly editions of the Digest.  
Corporate Sponsor - A minimum donation of $2,000. 

Free half-page advertisement in two quarterly editions 
of the Digest.  
Corporate Partner - A minimum donation of $5,000. 

Free half-page advertisement in four quarterly editions 
of the Digest.  

As a Corporate Member, Corporate Contributor, Corporate 
Sponsor or Corporate Partner you will receive a certificate of 
appreciation. Supporting businesses in these categories will be 
listed in the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation Digest newsletter, in 
addition to having an opportunity to place free display adver-
tisements in the Digest as outlined above.  
In order to assist the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation in its oper-
ation of the Dahlgren Heritage Museum, and in the Founda-
tion’s outreach and related activities, I agree to contribute to the 
Business Support Program the sum of $ ________ .   

NAME 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE   ZIP 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

 

Signature 

Date 

Make checks payable to Dahlgren Heritage Foundation  

Mail all contributions to:  

Dahlgren Heritage Foundation 

P. O. Box 816 

Dahlgren, VA  22448 

Dahlgren Heritage Foundation Expands Business Support Program 
 

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation preserves and promotes the history, traditions, heritage and culture of the U.S. Navy at Dahlgren, 
Virginia, and the surrounding community.  The Foundation is chartered to establish and operate the Dahlgren Heritage Museum and to 
provide the long-term preservation efforts and educational activities associated with sharing the stories and interpreting the U.S. Navy's 
physical, technical, intellectual and social contributions to King George County, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the nation. 

Consider This Opportunity to Invest in Preserving Navy History 

We invite you to join us in this exciting endeavor as a business supporter. Financial support from businesses serves as a key component in 
helping us expedite our plans for operating the Dahlgren Heritage Museum on a continuing basis, and to undergird our educational ef-
forts and special programs for the benefit of our community.  You can help by becoming a business supporter at the Corporate Member, 
Corporate Contributor, Corporate Sponsor or Corporate Partner levels.  The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is chartered as a non-profit 
organization, and all donations made to the Foundation are fully tax deductible.  You may use the application provided below to sign up 
for the Foundation’s Business Support Program, or you can make your donation on line at www.dahlgrenmuseum.org.  All donations are 
welcome.  

Consider This Opportunity to Promote Your Business 

Those businesses that enroll as a supporter of the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation at the Corporate Member, Corporate Contributor, Cor-
porate Sponsor or Corporate Partner levels will be listed in the quarterly Digest magazine. Supporters at these levels will also have an op-
portunity to place free display advertisements in the Digest, as outlined below.  
 

The Digest magazine is produced every quarter as an electronic publication, and distributed by email to Foundation members and a broad 
base of government, educational and business organizations, media, and special-interest groups.  The magazine is also available to readers 
worldwide through its posting on www.issuu.com.   
 

We appreciate your consideration to partner with us as we endeavor to preserve and promote the history, traditions, heritage and culture 
of the U.S. Navy at Dahlgren. — Ed Jones, President, Dahlgren Heritage Foundation 

Dahlgren Heritage Foundation 

BUSINESS SUPPORT PROGRAM APPLICATION 
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Dahlgren Heritage Foundation  
P. O. Box 816 
Dahlgren, VA  22448 

Down Range      Dahlgren Heritage Foundation News & Upcoming Events 

 The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is now a participat-
ing charity in the AmazonSmile program, which offers 
Amazon customers a simple and automatic way to support 
their favorite charitable organization every time they shop, 
at no cost to customers. Amazon customers shopping at 
smile.amazon.com will find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Ama-
zon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to a customer’s favorite chari-
table organization.  
 To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your comput-
er or mobile device. Tens of millions of products on Ama-

zonSmile are eligible for donations. Shoppers will see eli-
gible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile dona-
tion” on their product detail pages.  
 Shoppers can use their existing account on Ama-
zon.com and AmazonSmile. A customer’s shopping cart, 
Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account 
settings are also the same.  
 On their first visit to AmazonSmile, customers will 
need to select a charitable organization to receive dona-
tions from eligible purchases before they begin shopping. 
Customers’ selections are remembered, and then every 
eligible purchase made on AmazonSmile will result in a 
donation.  

Dahlgren Heritage Foundation Enrolled in AmazonSmile Charitable Giving Program 


