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If you were ever tempted to think of the Dahlgren 
Heritage Museum as one of those musty old 
repositories of dusty archives, you should have 
stopped by the King George County Schools Family 
STEAM Night this month at the high school. You would 
have seen our volunteers leading county students 
through technical challenges like decoding a secret 
message from Julius Caesar.

It’s just one example of how our museum is 
reaching beyond the bricks and mortar of our building 
to get involved in the community. As the pandemic 
eases, we will soon be resuming our public forum 
series, as well as continuing our sessions with students 
in the area.

What is STEAM, you might ask — particularly if you 
are a liberal arts major. Well, the answer is that it is 
STEM with an extra letter — A — that stands for the 
Arts. So you end up with creative exercises involving 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics.

Twenty-five students visited our “Crack the Code” 
activity during the two hours of STEAM Night. Led by 
DHM member Alan Dean, the program allowed the 
students not only to decode the secret message from 
Mr. Caesar, but also to encode a message back to him 
using the Caesar cipher. In addition, the students got 
to take home a few secret messages about the 
museum and a Caesar Cipher Wheel. In the picture on 
this page, you see Mr. Dean working with KGHS 
student Ali Zook on the secret message.

All sound pretty mysterious? You thought a “Caesar

Alan Dean helps student Ali Zook use the Caesar 
Cipher Wheel. 

An example of the code. 
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

[STEAM Con’t]
cipher” was an ingredient in a salad? Well, here’s a 
spoiler alert: A Caesar cipher is an early encryption 
technique in which each letter is replaced by a 
letter some fixed number of positions down the 
alphabet. The bottom line is that this exercise is 
fun, creative and instructive for students from 
kindergarten to high school— helping to stimulate 
the imaginations and fill the pipeline for Dahlgren’s 
scientists and mathematicians of the future.

Our great thanks to our STEM team that 
includes longtime champion Jon Dachos, as well as 
Alex Dachos, who has been a wonderful help. 
Thanks as well to the wonderful area teachers we 
work with, like Yvonne Richard and Jennifer 
Lorentz from the KG schools.

The Dahlgren Heritage Museum has once again 
been blessed by generous support from the 
Community Foundation in Fredericksburg. A 
$3,500 grant will allow us to continue our work on 
our Enhanced Virtual Presence Initiative — a 
broad collection of efforts that include digitally 
cataloging thousands of physical and digital items 
in our collections. These objects, newspapers, 
videos, images, documents and audio recordings 
tell the stories of Dahlgren’s 104-year history.

Creating this searchable database and scanning 
items for future digital preservation contribute to 
our ultimate goal of becoming a museum unbound 
by walls, a museum with a greater role to play as a 
storyteller, a museum that connects in more 
meaningful and inclusive ways with our 
community and membership.

Our great thanks go to the Community 
Foundation’s Duff McDuff Green Jr. Fund grant 
advisers, who made this generous grant possible.

Museum Receives Grant 
from Fredericksburg’s 
Community Foundation

An explosive test in Upper Machodoc Creek 
in the 1940s
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