
Sept. 2020

Capt. Copeland, CMC Hysell 
Visit Museum

1

Dahlgren Heritage

Deck Log

Future of Buckler House Up 
for Discussion

Dahlgren Museum President Ed Jones and 
Dr. Robert Gates, curator, met with Naval 
Support Activity South Potomac’s new leaders, 
Capt. Todd Copeland, commanding officer, and 
CMDCM Charles Hysell III on Aug. 17 for an 
introduction and tour of the museum. The 
group – which included NSASP Installation 
Program Integrator Tom Stanley - examined a 
number of Dahlgren artifacts including the 
Norden bombsight pictured on the right, and 
overviewed the installation's historic missions 
in support of Navy and nation.

Copeland, a Naval Aviator, and -Tour Continues 

The Dahlgren Heritage Museum is partnering 
with the King George Historical Society and the 
Ralph Bunche Alumni Association in discussions 
with county officials about proposed uses of the 
Buckler House next to Wayside Park near the 
Harry Nice Bridge over the Potomac.

The riverfront house is being acquired by the 
county as part of the compensation for county 
land taken by Maryland to construct a new 
bridge across the Potomac. The KG supervisors 
are considering several possibilities for the use 
of the building. One of them would be for 
exhibits and programs by these three history 
organizations.

A Town Hall meeting will be held at the 
house on September 9. Stay tuned for updates.

Buckler House
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Dahlgren Details
-Trivia for Those In the Know 

• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

Hysell, a Firecontrolman, were impressed by the 
museum and aspects of Dahlgren history that 
touched on their own careers.
“It was fascinating to learn about how Dahlgren 

has had such an impact on national security,” said 
Copeland. “From what looks to be an ‘off the 
beaten path’ base to what is actually a critical asset 
to military readiness, the Dahlgren museum is there 
to commemorate Dahlgren’s rich history while 
educating those of us who are new to the 
area. Dahlgren’s history ranges from the first 
unmanned military aircraft to the work with the 
Manhattan Project, and continues today with 
leading edge advances in research, development, 
test, and evaluation – all of which are celebrated 
and memorialized in a truly one-of-a-kind 
museum.”

-Tour Continued 

Why We Work: 
Aftermath of a 
breech failure on a 
14-inch, 45-caliber 
Mark II gun during 
testing in 1924. 
“Discoveries” at 
Dahlgren save 
Sailors’ lives at sea, 
then and now. 

On October 16, 1918, the first test shot was fired at 
Dahlgren. That date is considered the official opening 
day of the new base.
Who actually fired that first shot?
A. Army
B. Navy
C. Marines
D. Coast Guard
Answer: B and C, sort of. The shot was fired by a 
detachment of Marines, who officially hoisted the 
colors at the new base. The Marines were under the 
supervision of Navy Lieutenant Commander H.K. 
Lewis. Witnessing that first shot were 
representatives of the U.S. Army's Ordnance 
Department.

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/

