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The New Year got off to a great start for the Dahlgren 
Heritage Museum with the news that we have received a 
$10,000 grant from the Community Foundation in 
Fredericksburg. These funds will be the launch pad for 
creating a truly virtual community for the museum -- one 
that will be critical for withstanding the impact of the 
pandemic, and that also will broaden and deepen our 
museum community for decades to come.

Made possible with the support of the Foundation's 
Community Relief Fund, the grant will support the 
museum's efforts to create an array of storytelling 
initiatives about the Navy's 103-year presence at 
Dahlgren. New equipment and student interns will be part 
of this exciting initiative, which will be offered on a variety 
of social media outlets.

We are deeply grateful to the Community Foundation, 
as this grant comes at a time when we are not able to 
offer our popular in-person public forums, and when we 
have been cut off from many of our normal fundraising 
sources.

This Virtual Presence Initiative will allow us to share a 
remarkable piece of history with thousands of new 
people. 

The story of the Navy at Dahlgren is a tale of 
diverse communities brought together in support of public 
service to our country -- military and civilian; an 
intellectual center for the Navy nestled in a mostly rural 
community; a test site for ordnance on a base whose 
ultimate goal is to make our country strong enough to 
protect the peace.

All this adds up to, not just a New Year, but a new 
chapter of the evolution of our museum. You can help 
support these efforts by donating online 
at dahlgrenmuseum.org or by sending a check to Dahlgren 
Heritage Foundation, P.O. Box 816, Dahlgren, VA 22448.

http://dahlgrenmuseum.org/
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

The Dahlgren community extends far 
beyond the base and its immediate 
environs. Its reach stretches across the 
country and around the world. And, every 
once in a while, we find a colony of former 
Dahlgrenites who have all ended up 
together in a new community.

Such is the case with Pat Smith (K 
Department), Russ Gnoffo (K Department), 
Walter Hoye (G Department) and Jo 
Campbell (F Department), who have drawn 
from their work accomplishments and 
friendships to establish new bonds 75 
miles away at the Lakewood Retirement 
Community in far western Henrico County.

"A hallway meeting or two or three can 
quickly move to stories of 'the Old 
Dahlgren base and community,'" notes 
Hoye. Each of the four has taken a 
different path to Lakewood, but they 
continue to share a pride in Dahlgren and 
its heritage. 

And they love to stay in touch with 
news from the base, as they enjoy their 
new home. 

Ex-Dahlgrenites Reunited at Henrico Retirement Community 

Adds Hoye, "It is fun to see Russ Gnoffo still 
riding his 'tricycle' around our community."

Dahlgren Pals in Their New Community

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/

