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Historic Preservation Issues on 
the Base

Thanks to the generosity of our members and 
supporters, we have raised $10,000 over the past 
few weeks to fill the budgetary hole for 2020. 
That's great news -- but we're still only halfway 
there.

2021 promises to be an ambitious though 
unpredictable year for our museum. That means 
we need to fill another $10,000 hole for the 
upcoming annual budget, created by the 
termination of annual funding from one of our 
key donors due to budget considerations.

With your continuing help, we can fill this gap 
before the end of the year, firming up our 
financial foundation for exciting initiatives in the 
coming months.

Any amount will be most welcome. You can 
make your donations on our website or by 
sending a check to Dahlgren Heritage 
Foundation, P.O. Box 816, Dahlgren. VA 22448. 
Thank you.

We’re Halfway There!

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation has been 
invited by the Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command to participate in a process of review and 
evaluation of a Navy proposal to demolish the drop 
tower on Building 1101 within the Ammunition 
Handling Area. This tower is functionally obsolete 
and its deterioration poses a safety hazard. Also 
participating in this process is the Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office

This is precisely the sort of issue our 
organization is well positioned to address -- the 
balance between historic preservation and 
operational priorities. More to come.

Left: Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren 
Division, Virginia - Ordnance History: Drop test 
tower at Old Shell House
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Dahlgren Details
-Trivia for Those In the Know 

• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

Moving Ahead on the House 
on Roseland Drive

Progress continues to be made on the proposal to 
use part of the county-acquired house on Roseland 
Road near Wayside Park as museum space for the 
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation, King George Historical 
Society and Ralph Bunche Alumni Association.

Plans now call for a memorandum of 
understanding to be sent to county supervisors in the 
next few weeks.

This project will depend on close collaboration 
among these three King George history groups. It will 
provide each organization with more exhibit and 
storage space. More to come!

Q: Which Technical Director for the command now 
known as the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Dahlgren Division received his Ph.D in physics from 
the Johns Hopkins University, taught at the 
University of North Carolina before coming to 
Dahlgren in 1941, and, according to "The Sound of 
Freedom," was considered by his colleagues to be 
a "super scientist"?

A: Dr. Russell H. Lyddane, who served as Technical 
Director from September 1956 to August 1964. He 
was the first top civilian who had the job title of 
Technical Director. His daughter, Elizabeth Agnew, 
now retired, also had a long career on the base.

Dr. Russell H. Lyddane

MORE VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING ON THE WAY

We continue to make progress on exciting plans 
for a major expansion of our programming, both 
live and recorded, on our website, Facebook page 
and through other communication outlets.

Noted Dahlgren historian Alan Dean is leading 
this effort, which will involve archival material as 
well as new programming. Stay tuned for progress 
reports!

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/

