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King George County lost an extraordinary 
chronicler of her history this month with the 
passing of Elizabeth Nuckols Lee. Indeed, it would 
be hard to imagine anyone who has contributed 
more to our recollection and appreciation of King 
George County history than Elizabeth.

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation was 
honored to have her serve on our board during a 
critical time of our evolution. But her true passion 
was for the King George Historical Society and its 
museum. From the founding of the KGHS in 1987, 
Elizabeth labored with her colleagues to protect 
and preserve the history of the county, and to 
oversee the small but rich history museum, 
whose collections range from traces of Native 
American settlements to a library of more than 
300 books, magazines, Bible records and

cemetery records.
Elizabeth always felt that our local heritage 

should be a source of great pride. Through her 
passion and dedicated work, that pride was shared 
with so many of the residents of our county. She 
will be sorely missed, but her legacy will continue 
to inspire all of us who seek to preserve and protect 
the history of King George County.

Gladys West

[Editor’s Note: As part of the museum's strategic 
plan, we will be creating new exhibits, both virtual 
and physical, with an emphasis on interactivity. What 
better place to start than with our own local celebrity, 
Dr. Gladys West. Jennifer Glazebrook, an intern for 
the museum from the University of Mary 
Washington, writes below about the remarkable 
career of our honoree.]

By Jennifer Glazebrook

Each time you use GPS, through your phone or 
through your car for directions, say a quick thank-
you to Dr. Gladys West.

One of the first black, female scientists to work on 
the base at Dahlgren, Gladys was hired
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook
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by the Navy in 1956 as a mathematician and quickly 
introduced to important assignments. From the 
NORC project 29V through the Seasat radar 
altimetry project (the first satellite that could 
observe the oceans) through her pivotal work on 
the initiative that led to GPS, Gladys received a 
string of commendations and honors during and 
after her 42-year career on the base.

From her days as valedictorian of her high school 
class in Virginia to the awarding of her doctorate 
degree at the age of 70 to her becoming the first 
woman to receive the Prince Philip Award for 
international work in engineering, Gladys West has 
been an inspiration to young women.

In her honor, the Dahlgren Heritage Museum will 
be creating a virtual and a physical exhibit. The 
former will include a short video outlining her 
contributions, as well as the pop-culture references 
to her, including the rap that took place on season 
32, episode 9 of The Simpsons! Serving as a teaser 
for the in-person exhibit, the video will be short and 
sweet.

The physical exhibit will offer a variety of 
artifacts and items, including the scholastic 
magazine that features an article on Gladys. There 
also will be interactive features to this exhibit -- a 
priority for the museum as we evolve into a more

inviting space.
We are honored to celebrate the remarkable 

life and career of Gladys West.

Seasat

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/



