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Students Join Gladys and Ira West 
for Memorable STEM

It's not often that a STEM session, particularly a 
virtual one, can literally bring together the 
generations. But that's precisely what happened 
last month in the Museum's latest STEM event for 
area students.

The primary school students were joined by 
legendary Dahlgren trailblazers, Gladys and Ira 
West. Gladys is the acclaimed mathematician who 
was part of the team in the 1950s that laid the 
foundation for the GPS technology we use today in 
our cars. Ira was one of the first African American 
administrators on the base.

Yvonne Richard, a STEM coordinator in the King 
George County Schools, emceed the event and used 
a creative approach to introduce the students to the 
Wests. She gently involved the participants in an 
exercise of Google Earth travel to key destinations in 
the life of Gladys West, from Oklahoma to

Dinwiddie County, Virginia. The voyage inspired 
the students to begin learning how to take similar 
travels of their own.

All of this led to a fun and important learning 
environment, as well as a gracious tribute to 
Gladys and Ira. Congratulations to Yvonne 
Richard and the entire STEM team who made this 
event so memorable, and our deepest thanks to 
Gladys and Ira.

Welcome to the first of an occasional series of 
newsletter "teasers" to articles about Dahlgren 
history that you can find on our museum website.
Just click on the link at the bottom of the text to 
see the full article. This one was written by Ed 
Jones, president of the museum.

Nearing the end of a long career at the Navy 
base at Dahlgren, Jim Payne wrote about his 
memories as a young boy in 1918 when the 
Marines first marched through the isolated 
farmlands and marshes of King George County. 
They were on their way to (Continued)

The Dahlgren Way

A Marine stands the watch at the 
Administration Building, currently NSASP 

headquarters, around 1920

The Wests enjoying GPS in their car. 
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

begin testing guns at the brand-new Navy base. It 
must have been an exciting spectacle for a boy 
whose family roots in rural King George went back 
generations, but it was much more than that. The 
arrival of the military at what came to be called 
Dahlgren would change Payne’s life, as well as the 
character of the community around him, for 
decades to come. And it all began with a loud 
boom!

The Dahlgren base was started 102 years ago 
when King George was nearing its 200th 
anniversary as a county, thanks to one important 
feature of geography -- the Potomac River. The 
marshy shores, full of muskrats and crabs, provided 
an unimpeded, over-water range of more than 50 
miles toward the Chesapeake Bay. On October 16, 
1918, a detachment of Marines fired the first shot. 
A 153- pound projectile was blasted 24,000 yards 
down the river from a 7-inch, 45-caliber tractor 
gun. Thousands of more shots would follow over 
the next century, as Dahlgren became the premiere 
test range for the Navy. The booms are still being 
heard today, but now with a mix of new technology 
that includes the electromagnetic railgun (which 
uses no gunpowder) and new laser-beam weapons.
For the rest of this article, click HERE 
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