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Museum Prepares to Relaunch!

We are delighted to report that two of the most 
ardent supporters of our museum -- and all-around 
wonderful people -- are back in the news again! Of 
course, we're talking about Gladys and Ira West.

No less than Princess Anne of Britain's Royal 
family announced last month on what would have 
been her late father's 100th birthday that Gladys has 
become the first woman to win the prestigious 
Prince Philip Medal. In the virtual ceremony, the 
Princess cited Gladys' pioneering work in modelling 
that led the way to the creation of GPS.

Gladys' inspiring response summed up so much 
of her remarkable life:

"It is hard for me to believe that I was a little 
black girl on the farm who had a dream to get off 
the farm, get educated, and make enough money to 
take care of myself. And now, I have realized my 
dreams and reached a height beyond what I 
anticipated. I encourage young women to believe in [Continued]

The Wests
yourselves, find your passion, work hard and apply 
yourself, stay committed, find a mentor, participate 
in activities that relate to your passion, never give 
up, always keep setting new goals and continue to 
strive to reach them, and most of all -- follow your 
dreams."

The Prince Philip Medal is presented periodically 
to someone, regardless of his or her 

Eleven years ago, the Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum was launched as a way to tell the stories 
of Dahlgren. Now we are about to relaunch as we 
approach the post-pandemic period. We want to 
restore the longer museum hours and public 
forums that were part of our past, but also want 
to strengthen our future through an enhanced 
virtual presence accessible to our members and 
the public.

This is a bold plan that will fundamentally 
expand our role in the community. But we can't 
do it without your help.

Here's how you can pitch in:

1. Join the museum or renew your dues by going 
to our website, dahlgrenmuseum.org, or by 
using this membership renewal form. While 
you're at it, please consider an additional 
donation that will help us successfully 
relaunch and build our efforts in the future. 
You can do that on our website or by mailing 
the form and your check to Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum, PO Box 816, Dahlgren, VA 22448. 

2. Consider joining our staff at the Museum, 
either as a docent or a volunteer. We need 
your help to restore our full schedule of being 
open five days a week. If you can’t do this, find 
others who might be interested. [Continued]

http://dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-2020-Membership-Renewal.pdf
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

location, "who has made an exceptional contribution 
to engineering as a whole."

But wait, there's more. Jessie Wang, a young 
woman who personifies Glady's advice to "find your 
passion," is the second annual winner of the Ira and 
Gladys West Scholarship. A King George High School 
graduate, Jessie is on her way to Princeton University.

Our museum is delighted to have helped lead the 
effort to establish this scholarship in honor of Ira and 
Gladys. It is administered by the Community 
Foundation in Fredericksburg. A $1,000 scholarship 
is awarded each year to a student pursuing a degree in 
STEM studies.

Coming from a Chinese immigrant family and born 
in New York, Jessie has grown up in King George over 
the past 12 years. At Princeton, she would like to 
become involved in the Engineers without Borders 
organization. Says Jessie, "Ultimately, I hope to pursue 
a career where I can contribute to solving real-world 
problems for our generation and future ones.“

Congratulations, Jessie!Ms. Jessie Wang

It’s a great way to learn more about the Dahlgren 
story. No technical background is needed. You can 
contact us by sending an email to 
dahlgrenmuseummembership@gmail.com, or by 
calling us at (540) 663-3680 on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

[Relaunch Continued]

[Passion Continued]
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