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We are so sorry to report that Carlton 
Middlebrook, 93, one of the most generous and 
fervent supporters of the Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum, passed away July 27 at his home in King 
George County. With his death, we have lost one of 
the great Dahlgren storytellers.

As a volunteer docent at the museum, Carlton 
would captivate visitors with stories that came from 
his nine decades of working and living in the 
Dahlgren area, including his 38 years as an engineer 
on the base. He often would direct visitors' 
attention to the exhibit about the unmanned 
aircraft experiments conducted at Dahlgren in the 
early years of the base. The wall-sized photograph 
of those long-ago testers included his dad.

Carlton was not only generous with his time, but 
also with his willingness to share key artifacts from 
his collection with the museum. However, it was his 
enthusiasm for Dahlgren history that was the key 
factor in turning visitors' time at the museum 

into memorable experiences. Always in coat and 
tie, always gentlemanly in manner, Carlton would 
approach visitors quietly with some comments 
about the great stories represented by the artifacts 
in the museum. Though often in a hurry, an 
amazing number of travelers would soon find 
themselves entranced by Carlton's stories of 
Dahlgren.

At his funeral service on August 2, Carlton was 
remembered as a kind man who loved his family --
and loved his hometown. He often

Museum’s Board Goes on 
Retreat

A group drawn from the museum's board, staff 
and key supporters will be rolling up their sleeves 
this month, and probably next, for a couple of 
Saturday-morning sessions to put together a 
strategic plan for 2022 through 2025.

The timing is key for this effort, with so many 
initiatives in the works, including our Enhanced 
Virtual Presence Initiative, which will not only 
organize our files and holdings, but also expand 
our community role and accessibility.

Other questions to be addressed at the retreat
include our evolving role vis a vis the community as 
a science and history museum, our efforts to raise 
the awareness of the museum in the area, and our 
programs to expand our capability to promote 
Dahlgren history and to provide education, 
including STEM programs for students.

All of these goals can be achieved IF we have the 
financial resources to do so. You can help by making 
a contribution on our website 
(dahlgrenmuseum.org) or by sending a check to 
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation, PO Box 816, 
Dahlgren, VA 22448.

http://dahlgrenmuseum.org/
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

Museum supporters continue to contribute to 
regional publications as yet another way to tell the 
Dahlgren story.

The latest is an article titled "The Navy Comes to 
Dahlgren ... or Does It" by our vice president, Rob 
Gates. This piece about the political impediments and 
barriers to Dahlgren's evolution will be included in the 
2021 Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Magazine, 
which is scheduled to be released in the spring of 
2022.

An article by Alan Dean about the journey of 
technological expansion at Dahlgren over the decades, 
and how those chapters came together, was included 
in this summer's edition of the same magazine.

Congrats to both published authors!
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worked with Jean Fraysee of our staff while serving 
at the museum. It is particularly heartbreaking to 
lose both of these gifted supporters of the museum 
in such rapid succession. Jean passed away on June 
8.

Once we fully emerge from the Covid period, we 
look forward to paying public tribute to Carlton and 
Jean for all their contributions to the legacy of 
Dahlgren.

More Articles by Museum 
Supporters

Dr. Robert Gates

Alan Dean

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/



