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Dahlgren Heritage

Deck Log
Hidden Nuggets of Dahlgren 
History

Welcome Our New 
Docent at the Museum

The museum's website 
(www.dahlgrenmuseum.org) offers a growing 
number of articles that shed light on chapters of 
Dahlgren history that have mainly stayed in the 
shadows. Our website is a great place to explore 
the many ways Dahlgren has impacted the 
military and the world.

The latest piece, authored by museum Vice 
President Rob Gates, details Dahlgren's role in the 
development of an unmanned airplane for the 
Navy, specifically a "flying bomb." It is also posted 
on the website of the magazine, "Flight Journal." 
Here's a taste:

"Anyone familiar with Dahlgren history has 
almost certainly heard of Carl Norden and 
Dahlgren’s role in the development of his famous 
bombsight. It’s less well known that he came to 
Dahlgren two years before his first bombsight

tests and almost five years before testing the first 
version of his famous bombsight in 1924.
"This earlier visit was related to the development 
and testing of a 'flying bomb' for the Navy. This work 
was an outgrowth of a project started by Elmer 
Sperry to build a gyro stabilized, unmanned airplane 
for the Navy."

To read the full article, go to: 
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/news-events/articles/

Later this year, you'll learn about [Continued]

Dahlgren Aviators and Ground Crew in the 1920s.

We are delighted to welcome Colleen Hauser to 
our museum staff. She joins Neil Richard and Linda 
Baran, our two other currently active docents.

Colleen and her husband moved to King 
George last year from Pennsylvania, so they could 
be near their children in Fredericksburg. She is 
originally from New Jersey. Not only is she a 
former teacher, but also a retired staff sergeant 
for the New Jersey Army National Guard. Colleen 
has also served as a fill-in docent at Belle Grove in 
King George.

Welcome aboard!Colleen Hauser

http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/news-events/articles/
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• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

Good news on the financial front. The museum has 
secured a $2,600 Paycheck Protection Program loan. We 
anticipate that we will meet the criteria for this loan to be 
forgiven. The funds will be used primarily for the salaries of 
our staff members.

You can help us add to those resources by making a 
donation to the Dahlgren Heritage Museum, either 
through our website (dahlgrenmuseum.org) or by sending 
a check to the museum at P.O. Box 816, Dahlgren, VA 
22448.

We hope to extend our open hours from the current 
three-day-a-week schedule to five days when the 
pandemic situation improves.

[Nuggets Continued]    Dahlgren's personal 
connection to the development of the 
atomic bomb that was dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War 
II. Rear Admiral William "Deak" Parsons, 
who had two tours of duty at Dahlgren, one 
beginning in 1929 and the second in 1939, 
had the soul of a sailor and the mind of a 
scientist. He was the officer who assembled 
the atomic device known as Little Boy on 
the way to Hiroshima.

Stay tuned for the full piece, which will 
be appearing in the King George County 
magazine County Compass later this year.

Museum Secures $2,600 PPP Loan

Navy firefighters at Naval 
Support Facility (NSF) 
conduct live fire training on 
an aircraft simulator at the 
air field. Though the 
installation’s runway is 
officially closed to fix-wing 
aircraft these days, the base 
continues to support various 
Navy aviation initiatives.  

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/
http://dahlgrenmuseum.org/

