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Dahlgren Heritage Museum

Deck Log
Four months after the doors of the Dahlgren 

Heritage Museum were closed in the midst of a 
pandemic, they are about to open again. Barring 
last-minute complications, the museum will 
reopen at 10 a.m. on Friday, July 10. Visitors will 
find that the facility is probably the cleanest it 
has ever been in the years since we established 
the museum.

We have contracted with a professional 
agency for deep cleaning, and our staff will 
spend an hour on daily cleaning whenever we 
are open. We will be following the governor's 
guidelines as well as the practices of the Virginia 
Tourism Corporation to do all we can to protect 
our staff and our visitors.

We will begin with a Friday-through-Sunday 
schedule, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We hope to 
return to our pre-pandemic Wednesday-through-
Sunday schedule at a later time.

Given the continuing need for masks and social 
distancing, it won't be like "the old days" for a 
while. But we do look forward to seeing you again 
at the Dahlgren Heritage Museum.

Wests Interviewed on Facebook Live

Ira and Gladys West, storied Dahlgren 
innovators and esteemed members of the 
Dahlgren Heritage Foundation, conducted 
an interview on Facebook Live on June 23 
as part of the Navy’s Listen, Learn and Lead 
campaign to combat inequality and bias. 

The interview comes at a time when 
many Navy leaders, including Chief of Naval 
Operations (CNO) Adm. Mike Gilday, are 
focusing on the treatment of minorities and 
in particular, black members of the Navy 
family both inside the service and in 
American society at large.

The video is available on the Dahlgren 
Heritage Museum website; click here to see 
the video. 

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/news-events/digital-presentations/
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Dahlgren Details
-Trivia for Those In the Know 

Event Highlight
• For more information about Dahlgren 

Heritage Museum events, click here.

• Join Our Crew! Click here.
• To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
• Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
• Visit us on Facebook

TRUE OR FALSE
At one of our Dahlgren Heritage Museum forums, 
the then 98-year-old Water Mason, who has since 
passed, admitted that he and his girlfriend were 
the two people in that small plane that looped 
twice under the arch of the Harry Nice Bridge, 
startling the dignitaries who had gathered for the 
bridge's opening dedication ceremonies almost 
eight decades ago.
FALSE: Walter was at the controls during one of 
the loops, but his passenger was his flight 
instructor!

• Dahlgren Heritage Museum members are 
reminded that membership dues for the 
2020-2021 membership year are now due.

• Individual dues $25, Family $50. You can 
pay online on the 
www.dahlgrenmuseum.org website or mail 
a check payable to Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum to PO Box 816, Dahlgren, 
VA 22448.

• Thanks for your continued support of 
Dahlgren Heritage Museum.

Membership

Photo Caption: A sign warns against spitting at the 
Portsmouth Naval Yard in 1919 during the Spanish 
Flu outbreak of 1918-1920. Like COVID-19, the Navy 
found itself on the front lines of the fight against 
the pandemic. The Navy lost 431 Sailors in action 
during World War I; more than 5,000 died from the 
“Great Influenza.”

https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/events/category/all-events/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/membership/
https://dahlgrenmuseum.org/the-foundation/donate/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum-218635358172762/
http://www.dahlgrenmuseum.org/

