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Telling the KG Story of John
Wilkes Booth

If you haven't driven by our museum recently, at
the foot of the bridge across the Potomac River, you
might not recognize the place. You might even
wonder if we're open.
Well, we are most definitely open -- from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Sundays, with hopes of returning to our fivedays-a-week schedule in the not-too-distant future.
What you will see spread around much of our
grounds are the fallen trees, excavations and stakesin-the-soil boundaries that mark the work of building
a new bridge. (More on that below.)
In the midst of that chaos, we have found a way
to add an attraction to our grounds on the river side
of our building. It's a Civil War Sites sign detailing the
journey to these shores in 1865 of Lincoln assassin
John Wilkes Booth and his accomplice David Herold,
as they fled Washington.
It's also a reminder that the history of the

Dahlgren area is much more than just the story of
a 103-year-old Navy base.
In their second attempt to cross the Potomac,
the two fugitives came ashore on Gambo Creek,
just downriver from our museum site and now
part of the base. Mrs. Quesenberry gave them a
meal and her neighbor, Thomas Harbin, escorted
them farther on their attempted escape. Booth
was soon to die, and Herold surrendered, at
Richard Garrett's farm in Caroline County.
Read more about the history of the Mathias
Point area of King George on our new Civil War
Sites sign.

Updates on the New Potomac
River Bridge
After decades of debate, the new Gov. Harry
W. Nice and Sen. Thomas Mac Middleton Bridge
across the Potomac is going up! Thanks to a
shift in the plans for one of the ramps to the
new bridge, our building has been preserved. In
fact, before you know it, four lanes of traffic,
rather than two, will be crossing the river, which
means more potential visitors for our museum.
Here are some key dates and facts that were
recently shared with the Naval Support Activity
South Potomac's Community [Continued]
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An aerial view of construction from the
Virginia Side

[Bridge Continued]
Relations Council Meeting:
Four Lanes Open to Traffic: Winter,
2022-23
Final Completion: End of 2024
Number of cranes at the site: 14, with
10 of those in the water
Number of barges for concrete
deliveries, etc.: 26
Ground-level view from Maryland side.

Our Dear Friend, Jean Fraysse
We are so sorry to share the news that Jean
Fraysse, our dedicated staff member and dear
friend, passed away early in the morning of June 8.
Jean was a true lover of all things Dahlgren. She
shared that love enthusiastically with our visitors at
the museum and in so many other ways. Through
her work with us, the King George Historical
Society, her church and so many other groups, she
was a vibrant and creative voice.
That inspiration will live on with us, even as we
mourn her passing. May she rest in peace -though, knowing Jean, it will be "an energetic
peace." Our prayers are with Jean, the family she
loved so deeply, and her multitude of friends. The
Dahlgren community has lost a real champion.
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Join Our Crew! Click here.
To make a tax deductible donation, click here.
Visit us on the web: www.dahlgrenmuseum.org
Visit us on Facebook
2

